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Justin M. Sacks, MD MBA  is an Associate Professor in the Department of Plastic and 
Reconstructive Surgery at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. Currently, he is the 
Director of Oncological Reconstruction within the Department. A microvascular surgeon and basic 
science researcher, he conducts investigation on tolerance strategies for vascularized composite 
allografts, such as hand, face and abdominal wall transplants to ameliorate the need for long-term 
systemic immunosuppression. In additon, he conducts transformative research studying vascular 
perfusion and tissue engineering. He is the Co-Founder of LifeSprout a Johns Hopkins Biotech 
Start-Up that is creating state-of-the-art soft tissue scaffolds for reconstruction of the human form.  
 
A graduate in biology and society from Cornell University, Dr. Sacks received his medical degree 
from the Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York City, where he also completed his combined 
general surgery and plastic surgery residency.  Following residency training, he completed a two-year 
research fellowship in the Division of Plastic Surgery at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center. 
While in Pittsburgh he also completed a one-year combined orthopedic/plastic surgery upper 
extremity fellowship. Further pursuing his clinical interests, he completed a one-year microvascular 
reconstructive surgery fellowship at the University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in 
Houston where upon completion he was invited to join the faculty and remained there for three 
years. He is currently faculty at Johns Hopkins Hospital where he works to help contribute to 
fundamental advancements in the field of vascularized composite allotransplantation and tissue 
engineering. His clinical interests include the reconstruction of all forms of acquired, oncological and 
traumatic defects ranging from the head and neck to the breast, chest, abdomen, pelvis and 
extremities. In 2016 he completed an MBA in medical service management at the Carey Business 
School at Johns Hopkins University.  
 
Dr. Sacks has maintains a robust clinical reconstructive practice while at the same time performing 
basic science and translational research.  He has authored near 100 original publications in peer-
reviewed journals and over 20 textbook chapters on plastic surgery and reconstructive surgery.  He 
serves on the editorial board of the Journal of Reconstructive Microsurgery, and has been an invited 
speaker at multiple institutions.  He is fellow member of the American College of Surgeons and a 
member of the American Society of Plastic Surgeons, American Society of Reconstructive 
Microsurgery and Plastic Surgery Research Council. He is a founding member of the American 
Society of Reconstructive Transplantation. Currently, he is the Chair of the Plastic Surgery Research 
Council.  


