
PUBLIC SPEAKING
FOR PROFESSIONALS

Program Overview
Leadership roles can involve a wide range of communication challenges—updating key stakeholders, persuading investors, 
rallying a group of people, or running team meetings in ways that elicit candid conversation and learning. Communication skills 
are vital. Understanding how to impact people and policies enables you to impact change. This course prepares professionals at 
all levels for their next leadership challenge by focusing on key elements of informative and persuasive workplace presentations. 
Gain confidence in your own voice, and learn to communicate your ideas concisely and to a variety of audiences.

In this course, you will learn to communicate complex ideas with ease while engaging your audience. You will also explore aspects 
of body language and vocal tone that can affect your audience’s perception, and make all the difference between a decent 
presentation and a great one. 

Public Speaking for Professionals can be taken as a stand-alone course or as the final course required to earn the Executive 
Certificate in Business Communication. We strongly encourage participants to take Public Speaking for Professionals as the last 
course in the Executive Certificate in Business Communication because it serves as the program capstone, and participants will 
complete a final presentation project that ties together the three courses that make up the Business Communication certificate.

Program Agenda

DAY ONE Dr. Alexa Chilcutt

9 a.m. – Noon Public Speaking Overview 

1 – 4 p.m.
Topic Selection and Practicing Delivery
Self-paced modules and assignments

DAY TWO Dr. Steven D. 
Cohen

9 a.m. – Noon Audience Motivation 

1 – 4 p.m.
Audience and Motivation

Self-paced modules and assignments

DAY THREE

Dr. Carl Dupont, 
Dr. Steven D. 

Cohen and  
Dr. Alexa Chilcutt 

9 a.m. – Noon
Voice Physiology

Presentation practice time and tips on managing anxiety

1 – 3 p.m. Group Presentations

3 – 4 p.m. All Participants Debrief and Wrap-up
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