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RUN-ONS: FUSED SENTENCES & 
COMMA SPLICES 

WHAT IS A RUN-ON SENTENCE? 
A compound sentence contains more than one independent clause, and when a 
compound sentence is not punctuated correctly, it becomes a run-on sentence. There 
are two types of run-on sentences: fused sentences and comma splices. 
 
FUSED SENTENCES 
Fused sentences lack proper punctuation. This happens when two independent clauses 
are joined together without the proper punctuation placed between them. For example: 
 
I went to the mall I bought three shirts. 
 
These are two complete sentences (independent clauses) joined together without 
proper punctuation. In order for this sentence to be grammatically correct, these 
clauses need to be separated using the correct punctuation or conjunction. Usually 
there are multiple ways to insert punctuation. 
 
How To Fix: 
I went to the mall. I bought three shirts. 
(Insert a period between the two independent clauses.) 
 
I went to the mall, and I bought three shirts. 
(Insert a comma + a coordinating conjunction between the two independent clauses.) 
 
I went to the mall; I bought three shirts. 
(Insert a semicolon between the two independent clauses.) 
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COMMA SPLICES 
A comma splice contains two independent clauses that are joined without the proper 
punctuation placed between them. They differ from fused sentences because they have 
a comma between the two independent clauses. The previous example as a comma 
splice: 
I went to the mall, I bought three shirts. 
(A comma alone cannot be used to separate two sentences and, therefore, is 
grammatically incorrect.) 
 
Comma splices are corrected the same way that a fused sentence is. 
I went to the mall. I bought three shirts. 
I went to the mall; I bought three shirts. 
I went to the mall, and I bought three shirts. 
 
CORRECTING RUN-ON SENTENCES: FOUR WAYS 

1. COMMA + COORDINATING CONJUCTION 
Combine two independent clauses by using a comma before a coordinating conjunction. 
The seven coordinating conjunctions are: and, but, for, or, nor, so, and yet. 
Run-on: Sammy tried to start his car, he was out of gas. 
Fix: Sammy tried to start his car, but he was out of gas 
 
2. SEMICOLON 
Combine sentences by placing a semicolon between them. 
Run-on: Daniel really wanted to pass his exam he studied all night. 
Fix: Daniel really wanted to pass his exam; he studied all night. 
 
3. TWO SENTENCES 
Avoid run-on sentences by creating two sentences separated by a period. 
Run-on: I have a bad headache I am going to take a nap. 
Fix: I have a bad headache. I am going to take a nap. 
 
4. SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTION 
Make one of the independent clauses a dependent clause by adding a subordinating 
conjunction. 
Run on: May was in line someone cut in front of her. 



Fix: While May was in line, someone cut in front of her. 

carey.jhu.edu 
100 International Drive | Baltimore, MD 21202 

https://twitter.com/JHUCarey
https://www.facebook.com/JHUCarey/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/johns-hopkins-university-carey-business-school/
https://carey.jhu.edu
https://twitter.com/JHUCarey
https://www.facebook.com/JHUCarey/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/johns-hopkins-university-carey-business-school/

	RUN-ONS: FUSED SENTENCES & COMMA SPLICES
	FUSED SENTENCES
	Fused sentences lack proper punctuation. This happens when two independent clauses are joined together without the proper punctuation placed between them. For example:
	I went to the mall I bought three shirts.

	These are two complete sentences (independent clauses) joined together without proper punctuation. In order for this sentence to be grammatically correct, these clauses need to be separated using the correct punctuation or conjunction. Usually there a...
	How To Fix:
	I went to the mall. I bought three shirts.
	I went to the mall, and I bought three shirts.
	I went to the mall; I bought three shirts.

	COMMA SPLICES
	A comma splice contains two independent clauses that are joined without the proper punctuation placed between them. They differ from fused sentences because they have a comma between the two independent clauses. The previous example as a comma splice:
	I went to the mall, I bought three shirts.

	Comma splices are corrected the same way that a fused sentence is.
	I went to the mall. I bought three shirts.
	I went to the mall; I bought three shirts.
	I went to the mall, and I bought three shirts.

	CORRECTING RUN-ON SENTENCES: FOUR WAYS
	1. COMMA + COORDINATING CONJUCTION

	Combine two independent clauses by using a comma before a coordinating conjunction.
	The seven coordinating conjunctions are: and, but, for, or, nor, so, and yet.
	Run-on: Sammy tried to start his car, he was out of gas.
	Fix: Sammy tried to start his car, but he was out of gas
	2. SEMICOLON


	Combine sentences by placing a semicolon between them.
	Run-on: Daniel really wanted to pass his exam he studied all night.
	Fix: Daniel really wanted to pass his exam; he studied all night.
	3. TWO SENTENCES


	Avoid run-on sentences by creating two sentences separated by a period.
	Run-on: I have a bad headache I am going to take a nap.
	Fix: I have a bad headache. I am going to take a nap.
	4. SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTION


	Make one of the independent clauses a dependent clause by adding a subordinating conjunction.
	Run on: May was in line someone cut in front of her.
	Fix: While May was in line, someone cut in front of her.





Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		Run-On Sentence.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 0

		Passed manually: 2

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 0

		Passed: 30

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
