
PARALLEL STRUCTURE
WHAT IS A PARALLEL STRUCTURE? 
Parallel structure is the use of matching words, phrases, clauses, or sentence structures 

to express similar ideas and to show that two or more ideas have the same level of 
importance. Parallel structure occurs when two or more ideas in the sentence perform 

the same function. The usual way to join parallel structures is with the use of 
coordinating conjunctions such as “and” or “or.” 

Using parallel structures effectively can increase coherence and comprehension in a 

paragraph; sentences become easy to follow and emphasize relationships among 
equivalent ideas. Lack of parallelism can create awkward sentences that confuse readers 
and have little meaning. 

PARALLEL STRUCTURE USAGE 

Parallel structure coordinates items in a series, paired items, and elements in lists 

and outlines. 
ITEMS IN A SERIES: 
 Correct: This weekend Rachel wants to go hiking, biking, and swimming.

*the –ing of each verb in the series creates parallel structure.
 Incorrect: Rachel wants to go hiking, for a bike ride, and swimming.

*the three items are not in the same form, making this incorrect.

PAIRED ITEMS: 
In order to graduate, she needs to take English and History. 
Mercury and Venus are planets in the universe. 
Brian did not want eggs or pancakes for breakfast. 
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*Paired items linked by correlative conjunctions (not only/but also, both/and,
either/or, neither/nor, and whether/or) should be presented in parallel form.

Professor Merry not only needs to grade papers, but also needs to create two tests. 
Neither Mercury nor Venus is an inhabitable planet. 
I would love to go to either Egypt or Italy. 
*Parallel structure also shows the contrast between paired elements linked by than or
as. The verbs in this sentence are parallel because they are both in the infinitive form.

Heather chose to stay in Virginia than to move to Washington, D.C. 

ELEMENTS IN LISTS & OUTLINES: 
 Correct: The dictionary can be used to find these: word meanings,

pronunciations, correct spellings, and irregular verbs.
 Incorrect: The dictionary can be used to find these: word meanings,

pronunciations, correct spellings, and looking up irregular verbs.

PARALLEL NOUNS: 
Police officers, nurses, and fire fighters are all life-saving occupations. 
I bought a pen, a pack of paper, and a notebook. 

PARALLEL VERBS: 
During the 21st century, scientists found a vaccine for the flu and discovered a cure for 
measles. 
*“Found” and “discovered” are both verbs in the simple past tense. 

PARALLEL PHRASES: 
You can be successful as a lawyer by working hard, reading the latest court cases, 
staying up-to-date on laws and regulations, and giving a lot of time to your clients. 
*“Working, reading, staying, and “giving” are all gerunds that begin four phrases in 
this series. Thus, the sentence is parallel. 

carey.jhu.edu 
100 International Drive | Baltimore, MD 21202 

https://twitter.com/JHUCarey
https://www.facebook.com/JHUCarey/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/johns-hopkins-university-carey-business-school/
https://carey.jhu.edu
https://twitter.com/JHUCarey
https://www.facebook.com/JHUCarey/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/johns-hopkins-university-carey-business-school/

	PARALLEL STRUCTURE
	WHAT IS A PARALLEL STRUCTURE? Parallel structure is the use of matching words, phrases, clauses, or sentence structures
	to express similar ideas and to show that two or more ideas have the same level of
	importance. Parallel structure occurs when two or more ideas in the sentence perform
	the same function. The usual way to join parallel structures is with the use of coordinating conjunctions such as “and” or “or.”
	Using parallel structures effectively can increase coherence and comprehension in a
	paragraph; sentences become easy to follow and emphasize relationships among equivalent ideas. Lack of parallelism can create awkward sentences that confuse readers and have little meaning.
	PARALLEL STRUCTURE USAGE
	Parallel structure coordinates items in a series, paired items, and elements in lists
	and outlines.
	ITEMS IN A SERIES:
	 Correct: This weekend Rachel wants to go hiking, biking, and swimming. *the –ing of each verb in the series creates parallel structure.
	 Incorrect: Rachel wants to go hiking, for a bike ride, and swimming. *the three items are not in the same form, making this incorrect.
	PAIRED ITEMS:
	In order to graduate, she needs to take English and History.
	Mercury and Venus are planets in the universe.
	Brian did not want eggs or pancakes for breakfast.
	*Paired items linked by correlative conjunctions (not only/but also, both/and, either/or, neither/nor, and whether/or) should be presented in parallel form.
	Professor Merry not only needs to grade papers, but also needs to create two tests.

	Neither Mercury nor Venus is an inhabitable planet.
	I would love to go to either Egypt or Italy.
	*Parallel structure also shows the contrast between paired elements linked by than or as. The verbs in this sentence are parallel because they are both in the infinitive form.

	Heather chose to stay in Virginia than to move to Washington, D.C.
	ELEMENTS IN LISTS & OUTLINES:
	PARALLEL NOUNS:
	Police officers, nurses, and fire fighters are all life-saving occupations.
	I bought a pen, a pack of paper, and a notebook.
	PARALLEL VERBS:
	During the 21st century, scientists found a vaccine for the flu and discovered a cure for measles.
	*“Found” and “discovered” are both verbs in the simple past tense.

	PARALLEL PHRASES:
	You can be successful as a lawyer by working hard, reading the latest court cases, staying up-to-date on laws and regulations, and giving a lot of time to your clients.
	*“Working, reading, staying, and “giving” are all gerunds that begin four phrases in this series. Thus, the sentence is parallel.





Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		parallel-structure.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 0

		Passed manually: 3

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 0

		Passed: 29

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
